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Annual TIP Tour set for late March
Reserve a seat now for the Dover/ Kent County MPOO&6s annual TI
The free bus tour travels around Kent Co-42014 Hransportationt i ng gsfi t es
|l mprovement Program (TIP). The TIP represents the first “flour
Last year 6s tour route included Carte nad in Smyrna, t he
Dover Connector area, Rt. 300/6/Smyrna/Clayton Boulevard and the Harring-
ton Truck Route. This yeardos tour wil of thie |same
ent ones.
The public comment period for the Transportation Improvement Program
will open April 2 and end May 4.
MPO participation
lan approved g ;
plan app MPO bike plan in works
In March, the Dover/ s Sy U — This summer, the Dover/Kent County MPO will
Kent County MPO Council | A have new perspective on bicycle facilities in cen-
approved an update to the . | tral Delaware.
organi zationds I| MPO bike plan The agency that helps coordinate transporta-
pation plan. | needs pub||c input tion planning and programs is working on a bike
The plan outlines the | pl an for the MPOG6s regi on| w h
MP O6 s strategy I Do you ride a bike? If so | of Kent County, plus parts of Smyrna and Milford
the commqnity in i_ts work, I where do you ri d|e“.5'at airefpart_?gafd\lgw Ca_sgenaad[Sussex counties.
from public meetings to ride, why not? A committee comprised of MPO staff, members
plans and programs. | I’-|ow can bicycle facilities I of the public, and state, county and municipal offi-
Council approved the | improve in central Delaware? | cials started work on the plan last fall.
plan following a 45 -day pub- These are the kinds of an- | The plan will show where bicycle trails, lanes
lic comment period which | swers the Dover/Kent County and other facilities are located in central Dela-
ran from January 11 to Feb- | MPO wants to hear from you. | ware, how they connect, or do not connect, and
ruary 25. _ I The MPO needs public input I how county and municipal officials can improve
Federal rules_ require I for a regional bicycle plan. I facilities in the area. _
MPOs to have public partici- Contact the MPO by calling MPO Counci | asked for the pl
pation plans. The Dover/ | (302) 387-6026, or via e-mail at | year when it approved thel MPO
Kent County MPO originally | yate layton@doverkentmpo.org. | Portation Plan for FY 2009-2030. Public comments
createc_i its plan in 1994. I Comments also are welcome | that were  pre-
Council approved the last via U.S. mail at P.O. Box 383. Do- sented with the
revision in 2007. | ver, DE 19903 and through our | plan had indi-
lonline survey at | cated a need for
| www.doverkentmpo.org . | jg more bicycle fa-
I The MPO will also receive | d cilities in central
comments from the road. Look l Delaware.
lfor the MPOG&s bob|[l% MPO staff is on
| & bike plan survey at upcoming | e o = trlack todhave the
I public events. | | Members of an MPO Regional Bicycle plal. " ready to pre-
committee look at a map of central Delawa%ent to the council
\ to see where facilities are needed.
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later this year. /
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MPO Information Book available

RTP Executive Summary available

A profile of the RTP for the Dover/Kant

What's a Regional Transportation Plan?

Dverview
Trarsportation
naets Bre deter-
mined by comparing
the demand far
movernént of goods
and peopla to the
supgly of transpar-
tation faciities.

To understand fu-
‘ura transportation
neas of the regin,
one must under-
stand whare paople
will live Bnd work,
thes ways in which
thay will make use
of the land, and the
ravel enoices they
will maka.
Populgtion and em-
playment trénds
compared with ex-
isting transpartation
system ndicate
transporation
needs.

aunty AP
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el Regional Transportation
Plan Executive Summary

The full RTP
has eight chap-
ters, plus appendi-
ces, which give
information about
regional transpor-
tation projects as

well as informa-
tion about air
quality.

The eight -
page  executive
summary is a
more reader -
friendly  digest
with colorful

| Il graphics.

Interested
members of the

An executive summary
of the Dover/Kent County
Metropolitan Planning Or-
gani zationds
Transportation Plan is now
available to the public.

In 2009, the MPO ap-
proved and released its
RTP plan update which
stretches from fiscal years
2009 through 2030.

public may pick

up a copy of the executive
summary at the MPO office
in Camden, local libraries

or Rey gan oeadaitl online

through t he

s it e a t
www.doverkentmpo.org , or
call the MPO at (302) 387-
6030 to have a copy mailed
to them.

MPO officers elected

Dover Mayor Carleton Carey Sr. is the new head of the

Dover/ Kent
council.

County

Metropol.i

Carey fills the seat of Camden Mayor Robert Mooney,
whom the panel elected as chairman in September. Council

elected Carey vice chairman.

MP

are consistently
drivers in Kent County?

number car trips people

of vehicle crashes?
That information

County Metropolitan

Planning  Organiza-
tionds 200
tation Information
Book.

The 40-page book
shares transportation
data for Kent County
and throughout
Delaware, including
road projects in the
MP OG s Tr a
tion  Improvement
Program for 2010-
2013.

Copies of the
book are available at
the MPO office as
well as libraries in

Did you know that there
more
women drivers than male

How about the average

took in 2008, or the number

and
more is in The Dover/Kent

4
-~

(L

Committee elected its lead-
ership for 2009 -2010.
On August 12, the TAC

aepelected Sooth Kaergg a®r

chairman and David Edgell
as vice chairman.

On August 25, the PAC
re-elected Horace Cook as

Kent County and on the
MP OO0 s We b
www.doverkentmpo.org

ployees of member govern-
ments in central Delaware
or related agencies who
provide skilled analysis and
comments regarding pro-
posed transportation plans
and programs.

The PAC ensures that the

D

In late February, Mooney lost his re -election campaign
to Richard Maly.

chairman and Dwight S.
Meyer as vice chairman.
The MPO Council is the

MPO receives input from
the public regarding all
Maly took office March 9. The office proposed transportation
comes with a seat on the MPO Counci. At or gani zati on&s plans, programs and poli-
its March meeting, the council moved body. Members include the cies. PAC members are vol-
Carey into the chai rmghestdetected efficials, @ n c unteers appointed by the
cided to check the MmhErdr reprebeptaticesy sfronb e county, the City of Dover
deciding to | eave t hemembec goveecnmentsranda n and the state via MPO Coun-
open or to hold a special election. representatives of major  cil members.

I n August, t he MP O dtsmnspbréatioh pravideas! Ac
sory Committee and Public Advisory The TAC comprises em-

Photo courtesy of the City of Dover.

Carey
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Federal partnership outlines livability principles

For the first time, the U.S.
Department of Housing and
Urban Development, EPA,
and Department of Transpor-
tation have created a part-
nership focused on building
more sustainable communi-
ties.

The Partnership for Sus-
tainable Communities
formed last June. EPA, HUD
and DOT announced the new
alliance in November.

Six livability principals
resulted from the partner-
ship, as well as plans to pro-
vide technical assistance to
eligible groups for smart
growth initiatives.

0Thi s partn
coordinate federal housing,
transportation and other
infrastructure investments to
protect the environment,
promote equitable develop-
ment, and help to address
the challenges of climate

The six livability princi-
ples focus on:

e Providing more trans-
portation choices

e Promoting equitable,
affordable housing

e Enhancing economic
competitiveness
e Supporting existing

communities

e Coordinating and lev-
eraging federal policies
and investment

Valuing communities
and neighborhoods

Traditionally, there has
been no coordination
among federal housing,
transportation and land use
investments, HUD said. The

lenge to coordinate federal
policies, programs and re-
sources to help urban, sub-
urban and rural areas build
more sustainable communi-
ties.

A result of the new alli-
ance is the Smart Growth
Implementation Assistance
Program. The program pro-
vides technical assistance
from national experts to
help communities explore
barriers to smart growth
implementation and other
issues. EPA, DOT and HUD
are each offering grant as-
sistance related to the liv-
ability principles.

For more information
about the various grant op-
portunities, visit the agen-
esd

ci program

www.epa.gov/smartgrowth/

sgia_communities.htm ,

www.fta.dot.gov/livability,
and www.hud.gov/

sustainability .

change, 6 EPA partnership is to meet Presi-

tives explained. dent Bar ak Obamads cha

Planning around transit 0Travel er R e s pithimasgearter rhile radius.
s Transportation System An intense mix of land

creates better communities Changes,d0 f r om Tr ausesgreates a market area

Convenience and inde-
pendence rule transporta-
tion habits.

Cars usually provide
these luxuries, however,
the Dover/Kent County

MPO wants to see a change
in the status quo and make
transit and other modes of
travel just as convenient.

An urban planning con-
cept included
recently adopted Regional
Transportation Plan aims to
make these other modes as
convenient as a personal
vehicle.

This concept is Transit
Ready Development (TRD).

TRD is very similar to a

concept called Transit Ori-
ented Development (TOD).
The exception is, with TRD
there is no transit service.
TRD creates a density and
mix of land uses that are
appropriate for a transit
node. Development occurs
in anticipation of transit
service extensions.

TOD is a concept plan-
ners have used and ad-
vanced for the last 10 to 15
years. It generally refers to
higher -density  develop-
ment, with pedestrian prior-
ity, located within easy
walking distance of a major
transit station or stop, ac-
cording to the article,

tion Cooperative Research
Program Report 95, Chap-
ter 17. TOD also generally
includes a mix of uses and
less parking.

Studies show that peo-
ple are wiling to walk a
maximum of a quarter mile
to or from a bus stop. Put in
perspective, a quarter mile
is a stroll between Dover
City Hall and the Army
Navy Store on West Loock-
erman Street, or one circuit
of the Dover Mall. This dis-
tance is integral to a suc-
cessful TOD or TRD.

Creating a TRD means
building a neighborhood
that includes the elements
of a successful transit node

that can support transit and
give the transit operator an
acceptable return from the
fare box.

A transit ri
workplace is within a quar-
ter mile of the anticipated
transit service corridor with
an appropriate location
selected for the transit stop.

Residential develop-
ment occurs at 7 units per
acre. A mix of office, retail
and other commercial uses
comprise millions of square
feet of floor space.

Goods and services
such as a grocery store,
pharmacy, dry cleaner, and
restaurants are within walk-
ing distance of home.
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Ornauer honored

IN MEMORIAM

Dover/Kent County MPO Public
Advisory Committee member, Rich-
ard Ornauer, passed away last sum-
mer but his energy and devotion to
the group will be remembered.

PAC members presented a
pl aque in Ornauerd
RICHARD ORNAUER panel 6s Dgcgmber m ¢
The pquue, which includes an

0 engraved picture of Ornauer, marks
Dover/Kent County MPO his 17 years of service on the PAC as
Public Advisory Committee 1992 - 2009 well as his six years as PAC chair- Rexene Ornauer, center, accepts a plaque on behalf of her late
PAC Chairman 1995 - 2001 man, which ran from 1995 to 2001. husband, Richard Ornauer. Ornauer served for 17 years on the
FOR QUTSTANDING SERVICEAND DEDICATION The plaque hangs at the entrance | PAC and was chairman from 1995 to 2001. Pictured left to

to the MPO Ofﬁce_ and i_s a symbol of | ight, PAC chairman Horace Cook, Rexene Omauer and MPO
dedication to public service.

&S5 He Will Be Greatly Missed.
executive director Juanita Wieczoreck.
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Join the PAC: MPO accepting applications for committee Goodbye, Guy
1)

The Dover/Kent County = community by ensuring that ~ comprised of four state ap- The Dover /
MPO Public Advisory Com- the organization receives pointees, six county ap- Kent County MPO
mittee is looking for ener-  input from the public re- pointees and three City of bids farewell and =
getic people to come and garding all transportation Dover appointees. thank you to Pub- &
join the group. plans, programs and poli- For more information, or lic Advisory ,

The 13-member panel cies adopted by the MPO. to send inquiries about join- Committee mem- é.
has seats available, includ- PAC members are usu- ing the PAC, call (302) 387 -

ber Guy Veach.
The Dover resident left
the PAC in December to at-

ing a state appointment and ally business and civic 6026 or (302) 387-6030. E-
an alternate seat from the leaders and others from mails also are welcome to

City of Dover. ) dive_r'se backgr(_)u_nds WhO kate.layton@ tend to family matters.

The _MP Qo s P u lare ||nterestéd|_\n|plann|ng doverkentmpo.org . Gov. Ruth Ann Minner
sory Committee is a link  and transportation. _ _ appointed Veach to the PAC
between the MPO and the The full committee is in October 2008 to fill the

term of former PAC member
Diana Welch.
Levy Court awards MPO o el
. . Unlver5|ty holds glways ofiered ~a nheping
Commumty service grant hand and often voiced his
March WOkahOp insights into transportation
and committee matters at
The Dover/Kent County Fiscal Year 2010 budget, The University of Dela- meetings.
Metropolitan Planning Or-  which took effect July 1. wareods I nsti tjut eHe Wildbe sordyurtissed. c
ganization would like to Last year ds |Administration will hold a
thank the Kent County Levy  was $1,000. free  workshop from 4 -6
Court for awarding the Juanita Wieczoreck, the Esm on Thursday, March and council boards are wel-

MPO with an $800 Kent MP Od s execut iy come to attend the workshop

Attendees will discuss

County Community Service said the money will help how to make Delaware | |2 ¢ t he uni vers
Grant. pay administrative costs, |communities more livable | | C€Nter, 69  Transportation
The grant is a general which frees the organiza- |and accessible. ch\l/g,_lt)over. . del.edu/
award to community or- ti onds feder a Community leaders, tr alsn' s ;W;Wr"?aéut?'g :/
izati civic association represen- . L
ganizations. Levy Court other ventures. p ekl e oy iiles

. e tatives, advocac roups . . .
included the grant in its y group registration.html to register.
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DTC receives rail grant
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grant, Delaware will study

With the help of a federal
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the potential for intercity
rail service into lower Dela-

ware and eastern
Maryland.

Delaware Transit
Corporation
Potts said Delaware
received a $900,000
grant for a Delaware
Intercity Connection.

The money, which
comes from the Fed-
eral Railroad Admini-

strationds
city Passenger Rail Grant
Program, will pay for a
study that would determine
the feasibility of operating

intercity passenger rail ser-

vice from the Northeast Cor-

ridkor down to Dover,
Gevrgetowhe rand Ocean
City, Md.

This was one of two FRA
grants for which the Dela-
ware Department of Trans-
portation applied last year.

FRA denied
request for a $16 million

DART anniversary theme of 2010 Student Poster Contest

DART is taking entries for its 10th
annual Student Transit Poster Contest.

Thi s year 0s
0Cel ebrating
Delaware students

15
in grades 6

contest t he

Years as

through 12 are eligible to participate.
The contest is to make youth aware
of other forms of transportation than

cars.

For more information about the con-
test, call DART Marketing at (302) 576 -
6016 and visit the Web at DartFirst-

State.com.

The entry deadline is March 26.
Winners will be announced by April 12.

me i s

DART. 6

NEC Third Track, Delaware.
This project would have
relieved a major chokepoint
on the northeast rail corridor
by installing 1.5 miles of
track and rehabilitating the
Mill Creek Bridge. It also
would have paid to relocate
Norfolk Southern freight car
storage and permitted
SEPTA service expansion
and improved reliability of
all trains. FRA deemed this

D préjeatwedigible Gaad ready

for consideration, Potts said.

The 2009 winning poster entry came from Natalie Hines of Padua Academy in Wilmington.

DART celebrates 15 years

Delaware Transit Corpo-
rationos DART
celebrates its 15th anniver-
sary this year.

DART from the beginning
was dubbed
Teamd because
with the merger of transpor-
tation-related agencies.
DART was able to offer a full
array of transit options that
help customers reduce their
carbon footprint.

t h

More than 10 percent of
DERT&8s fSJtxetde
is hybrid electric powered
and all of its newer buses,

route bus

both hybrid and standard -

enging) Gseeazlvanced en-
gimet gas ledugtiannsystems
and the latest clean exhaust
technologies.

DART also has 56 solar lit

shelters and several solar lit
bus stops. The agency is
installing rooftop solar pan-
els its facilities.

fleet
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